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P R O G R A M A C T I V I T Y R E P O R T (PAR)
H5N2 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Detection in Alaska
Wild migratory waterfowl are a natural
reservoir for influenza A viruses. Typically, viruses isolated from these birds
are of low pathogenicity for poultry
including H5 and H7 subtypes; however, one specific H5 lineage (originating
with a goose virus detected in Guangdong Province, China in 1996) can be
carried by wild migratory waterfowl in
a form that is highly pathogenic for
poultry.

female mallard at Creamer’s Field
Migratory Waterfowl Refuge in Fairbanks. The mallard was sampled for

confirmed detection of a Eurasian lineage H5 highly pathogenic virus since
June 2015.
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